PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE

OUT OF CHAOS, HOPE

SR. HIGH GULF COAST MISSION TRIP JULY 17-24, 2010
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Our Sr. High Youth Ministry is going to the Gulf Coast this summer!  We’ll be flying into Houston on July 17th, driving to Texas City and working to rebuild homes that were affected by Hurricane Ike.  All youth currently in grades 8-12 are welcome to sign up for this trip.  Airfare is pretty cheap right now so we want to get everyone signed up as soon as possible.  
Please sign up with John ASAP, by turning in a $50 deposit as well as the trip covenant.  These forms are available through John or on our website.  Also, feel free to contact John at 327-5522 or jedmondson7@hotmail.com for more details.  Below is some information about the trip provided by our host organization, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.
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The Mission
The mission work out of the villages is rebuilding homes, families and hope after the four devastating hurricanes that have struck in the past four years. The rebuilding work is centered around the areas where most of the homeowners in need are located. As of the fall of 2009 we have a backlog of from two to five years work on homes that will have gone through case management to assure we are helping those truly in need.
The Work
PDA works closely with recovery committees in each community.  PDA also works closely with the local Presbyteries (the regional body of the Presbyterian Church) in ascertaining the needs and the response in the local communities.  In many cases, a local partner organization is responsible for obtaining the work assignments the volunteers do in the community, overseeing that work and working with PDA to obtain building supplies.  


Depending on the site, the type of work volunteer teams are engaged in will vary.  Most sites are in the rebuilding phase, while a very few are still gutting houses and removing debris.  Skills needed are basic home repair from putting up sheetrock, to painting. While we focus on helping the homeowner, it is all of us who are blessed by the work.
The Location

Our village is on the grounds of and in the buildings of First Presbyterian Church in Texas City, TX.  We’ll stay in air conditioned trailers and enjoy the use of the kitchen, fellowship hall and gym in the church building.  We’ll arrive in Houston on Saturday, July 17th and do something fun until we meet in Texas City for orientation on Sunday night, July 18th.  We’ll serve at various house sites in Texas City through Friday, July 23rd and then find something else fun to do before departing on Saturday night, July 24th. You don’t want to miss this!!!
“No one has ever seen God.  But if we love one another, God lives in us.” John 4:12








